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Using Follow-Up Questions

Once you start asking people questions to find out about them, you will also want to
learn how to use follow-up questions. Follow-up questions help you to find out more
specific information. Follow-up questions show people that you want to learn more
about the other person.

If we ask people any questions we happen to think of, there is a good chance that the
questions will seem unrelated. Here is a sample list of questions that I could ask another
person. But if the questions | ask each introduce a new topic, then it does not seem like |
want to learn very much about that person.

1. What sports do you like?
2. What TV shows do you like?
3. Who is in your family?

4. What do you want to do this summer?

Now here is an example of asking one topic question and then using “follow-up ques-
tions” to learn more about that specific topic.

Topic Question: What's your favorite sport?
1. Do you like to play it or just watch it?
2. Who is your favorite team?

3. When was the last time you saw a game?

Now you practice:

1. Ask a person a question that introduces a new topic. You can use any of the questions
above or you can think of your own.

2. Listen to the response. Think of follow-up questions related to that answer which you
can ask to find out things that you do not know. Remember, you are NOT supposed
to already kirow all about every person’s life and ideas. Rather, you are supposed to
try to find out about them by asking questions. Can you think of 3 follow-up ques-
tions?

3. Now ask one of your follow-up questions and then consider 2 more follow-up ques-
tions you can ask based on the answer to that question.
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