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Creating People Files by Using Topic Too/s

When we'e getting to Know people, we learn all
Kinds of things about them (good and bad) by
listening and observing. We use our Social Detective
sKills 10 collect social clues about people. Then we
save that information in the people files we create in
our brain for those people.

The clues we discover help us figure out what we
can falk about with them the next time we see them,
or somefimes fo decide if we even want 1o talk 1o
these people again.

For example, if your friend named Sandy tells you she loves building with Legos, you can
add that information to your “Sandy file.” Now youve added a clue about Sandy — you
Know she likes building with Legos. The next time you see Sandy, you can open your
Sandy file and remember she likes Legos. You might say to her, “Hi Sandy, have you
been building anything cool with Legos lately?”

Before that you also learned Sandy likes playing soccer, she lives with two older
brothers, one parent, a wonderful puppy
Topic Tools List named Jack and an older dog named Lana.
1. What hobbies does this person All these clues help you think about Sandu.
enjoy?
e To help you collect clues and become a
2. Who does this person live with? better Social Detective, we have some
tips to share with you. \We've spent a lot
3. Has this person just done something of years leaming about people and social
that's fun or inferesting? situations. We've discovered there are
some basic fypes of things most people

4. Is this person about o do something enjoy falking about. We call them Topic

that's fun or interesting? Tools. When youTe listening o other people
talk, this list can help you know what 1o
5. What does this person wish for? pay attention to while they're speaking! You
can also use these topics to ask people
6. Does this person have any pets? questions to find out more clues about
them!
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